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FR. DANIEL’S CORNER 

 

THE NAME OF GOD IS MERCY 
 

The title of Pope Francis’ first book is; The Name of God is Mercy. On the morning of Sunday, March 17, 2013, 
when he celebrated his first Mass after his election as Bishop of Rome, at the Church of St. Anna in the Vatican, 
Francis reminded the whole world of the Lord’s strongest message, MERCY. Like the adulterous woman (Jn 8) and 
the lost son (Lk 15), we are in need of mercy, because we have come short and are found wanting in many ways.  
A Sunday dedicated to celebrating the Divine Mercy is, thus, a phenomenal way of expressing God’s refusal to leave 
us in our fallen condition. It is difficult sometimes to acknowledge that we are sinners, but the medicine is there. Di-
vine Mercy reminds us therefore of the necessary steps to take, no matter how small, to embrace it. Even the desire 
to take that step speaks volumes of the heart of God, overflowing with unfathomable mercy, who stops at nothing 
and leaves nothing untried in reaching out to sinners. The church continues this wonderful gift of God’s mercy 
through the sacrament of reconciliation.  
 
Dives in Misericordia – Rich in Mercy (Eph 2:4) dares to find us in our weakness; that is, even if we don’t have the 
strength to take that step, just the desire to take it is enough. It is already the beginning of grace at work and mercy to 
be granted in accordance with the experience of a Church that seeks out every single possible way to forgive. We can 
see how mercy is the most amazing attribute of God.  Quoting Pope Benedict XVI, Francis states: “Mercy is in reali-
ty the core of the Gospel message; it is the name of God himself, the face with which he revealed himself in the Old 
Testament and fully in Jesus Christ, incarnation of Creative and Redemptive Love” (The Name of God is Mercy, P. 7). 
 
Are you wounded? Of course, we all are! The Church is a field hospital where treatment is given above all to those 
who are most wounded. Humanity is deeply wounded and needs mercy and compassion, and sometimes does not 
know how to cure its wounds or believes that it’s not possible to cure them. Many people today, men and women, 
young and old, of every social class, go to psychics and fortune-tellers for spiritual health and healing. A walk to 
downtown New Orleans lends credence to the obvious fact that people are looking for someone to listen to their sto-
ries, dramas, and difficulties. Again, we are wounded and broken. Everyone is broken, everyone is wounded, to pre-
tend otherwise is not only exhausting but also opening ourselves to vast and ongoing deception.  
 
The wound is SIN. Mercy means that sin does exist. Divine Mercy, therefore, recaps the central message of the New 
Testament, that Jesus Christ “came into the world to save sinners” (1 Tim 1:15). This is the reason behind his Incar-
nation, for God does not wish the death of sinners but wants them to turn from their evil ways and live. “If we con-
fess our sins, [God] is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 Jn 1:9). 
When we sin, no matter how crumpled we become, God’s mercy awaits us in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
 
So, YOU ARE MORE THAN THE WORST THING YOU HAVE EVER DONE IN YOUR LIFE. Divine Mercy 
affirms this truth: that NO ONE IS BEYOND REDEMPTION OR EXCLUDED FROM GOD'S ABUNDANT 
MERCY, who extends his hands to get you not just up and standing, but gets you moving. The most important thing 
in the life of every man and woman is not that they should never fall along the way. The most important thing is al-
ways to get back up, not to stay on the ground licking your wounds. The Lord of mercy always forgives and offers us 
the possibility of starting over. The shame is not in the fall, not in the bruises, not in the judgement of the remote 
spectators, but in your inability to stand up against the odds that want you buried in bruises. 
 
Yes, Divine Mercy is a person, for Christ is the incarnation of mercy, the inexhaustible source of mercy. Christ’s 
messianic program- the program of mercy- is the same program of the Church. The church not only introduces mer-
cy but also makes it incarnate in the lives of all people.  
 
Let us pray: Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless and the treasury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly upon 
us and increase your mercy in us, that in difficult moments we might not despair nor become despondent, but with 
great confidence submit ourselves to your holy will, which is love and mercy itself (cf Divine Mercy prayer, 950).  
 


