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FR. DANIEL�S CORNER 

 

ET ASCENDIT IN CAELUM� Ascended, but not Departed. 

Everybody knows that at Easter we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus, when he conquered death once and for 
all.  And at Pentecost, we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit to empower and inaugurate the Church.  So, 
what is left to celebrate at Ascension? Luke�s account (Lk 24:51) of the Ascension of the Lord, at the end of 
his Gospel and the beginning of the Acts of the Apostles, (Acts 1:1-11) highlights the fact that this definitive 
separation, instead of causing sadness, brought great joy to the disciples. Why? They did not consider Jesus to 
have disappeared far away into an inaccessible heaven. They were obviously convinced of a new presence of 
Jesus. Thus, Ascension does not mean departure into a remote region of the cosmos but, rather, the continuing 
closeness that the disciples experience so strongly that it becomes a source of lasting joy.  
 
Ascension opens the door to the promise of the Holy Spirit followed by the great commission, to be witnesses 
to the ends of the earth. Jesus teaches very clearly that He is ascending in order to send us the Holy Spir-
it. Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Counse-
lor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you (Jn 16:7ff). He also says, These things I have spoken 
to you, while I am still with you. But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he 
will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you (Jn 14:25). I still have 
many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you 
into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will 
declare to you the things that are to come (Jn 16:13-14). So, the Lord goes in order that with the Father, He 
might send the Holy Spirit to live within us as in a temple. In this way, and through the Eucharist, He will 
dwell with us even more intimately than when He walked this earth. 
 
On the other hand, the great commission to be witnesses to the ends of the earth underscores the continuation 
of the kingdom of God. In other words, he was saying, �Look guys, I have done my part in establishing the 
Kingdom � I am going back to the Father. You now must carry on the job that I started and bring the Kingdom 
to completion.� And so, we could think of the Ascension as being like the day when a successful CEO takes a 
step back from actively running the company and hands the reins to his successor, saying, �Carry on now � 
take the company to greater heights; I will continue guiding you in the background.� We could also think of 
the Ascension as being similar to a relay race when a runner, after running a good race, hands the baton to the 
last runner and says �off to the finish line; win this one for us.� Knowing that these men were previously fish-
ermen and tax-collectors, Jesus did not just throw them into the water and tell them to sink or swim. He rather 
empowered them: as stated in the previous paragraph, the promise of the Holy Spirit.  
 
He had taught them, however, by his word and by his example.  For three years as they lived with Jesus, they 
heard him teach, they saw his miracles and his example of prayer and compassion, and most importantly, they 
saw his suffering, death and resurrection, the cause of our salvation.  And these are the things they were to 
preach to the nations; these are the things of which they were to be witnesses. Like the retiring CEO who has 
been grooming his successor for several years, Jesus had indeed groomed the disciples. 
 
Ascension has implication. Like Christ himself, the righteous will also be taken up �in the clouds� to be in 
heaven forever (1 Thess 4:17). The Ascension of Christ is thus the model for the assumption of all the saints 
destined for glory. Why and how? Scripture says, now you are the body of Christ and individually members of 
it (1 Cor 12:27). It also says, all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death. By 
baptism we were buried together with him so that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of God 
the Father, we too might live a new and glorious life. For if we have been united with him by likeness to his 
death, we shall be united with him by likeness to his resurrection (Rom 6:3ff). When Christ died, we died. 
When Christ rose, we rose. When He ascends, we ascend. He precedes us into the Father�s glorious kingdom 
so that we, the members of his Body, may live in the hope of one day being with him forever.  


