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FR. DANIEL�S CORNER
 

RUAH/PNEUMA: SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD 

While Pentecost celebrates the descent of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles (Acts 2:1-13), its origin goes 
back to the law of Moses known as the feast of Weeks (Deut 16:10) or feast of Harvest (Ex 23:16). Simi-
larly, the Greek Pent kost  (fiftieth) refers to the timing of the festival, which took place fifty days after 
the spring celebration of Passover (Lev 23:15-16). The material harvest which the Jews celebrated with 
such joy became a feast of immense rejoicing, by God�s design, in the New Dispensation: the coming of 
the Holy Spirit with all his gifts and fruits. To put it mildly, the Jews were celebrating that feast when the 
Spirit came on Jesus� followers. And so, Pentecost is still celebrated, but we who are Christians celebrate 
it as the day on which God sent his Holy Spirit upon the Church.  
 

A little clarification about Pentecost and the supposedly �birthday� of the Church, contrary to that belief, 
the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles was not the beginning of the Church. The Church had al-
ready been in existence, known as a �Jesus movement� (Jesus� public ministry and its impact on the disci-
ples who moved about proclaiming the kingdom of God). Immediately following the ascension of Jesus 
into heaven, the Apostles gathered in the upper room and �devoted themselves with one accord to pray-
er� (Acts 1:13-14). The Church, which in recent years has been referred to as the �community of disci-
ples,� came into existence as soon as Jesus began gathering disciples.   
 

Nonetheless, Pentecost is generally regarded as the moment when the Church was specifically endowed 
with power from on high (Lk 24:49, Acts 1:18).  The spirit has been active right from the beginning of 
creation (Gen 1: 2- the Spirit of God was moving over the face of the waters). This is Ruah in Hebrew 
which is translated in the New Testament as the Greek pneuma, meaning breath, air, wind, or soul. In He-
brew, ruah denotes spirit, breath, wind and is almost always connected with the life-giving attribute of 
God. Spirit-ruah is and remains paradoxical, elusive, uncontrollable, absolutely free. The Spirit, like the 
wind, blows where and when and how the Spirit so chooses (Jn 3:8). The Holy Spirit recreates the face of 
the earth by the power of its sanctifying light. Consider the divine inspiration of the bible and the celebra-
tion of the Church�s sacrament- all under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Again, the apostles would have 
remained a frightened bunch of guys who would have been afraid of their own shadow if not for the Holy 
Spirit. They certainly wouldn�t have risked their lives to preach about the Risen Christ and many more.  
 

Pentecost, therefore, is not just the celebration of a past event because the Holy Spirit is still important to 
us today. It is very hard to picture it but the Spirit lives in us- like the air we breathe, the light that goes on 
when we have an idea, the fire that burns in our heart and leads us to the fullness of the truth. Hence, the 
Scriptures use these symbols to help us understand the Spirit, who helps us in our prayers (Rm 8:26), and 
brings about fruits in us, namely love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, and self-control (Gal 
5:22). The Spirit is also a source of life for the Church through many special gifts to the faith community, 
so it might be well served: wisdom, faith, healing, preaching, prophecy, service, administration, speaking 
and interpretation of tongues (1 Cor 12:7-11).  
 

The Holy Spirit never ceases to act in our soul. It is the Holy Spirit who leads us gently to the Sacrament 
of Penance to confess our sins, to raise our heart to God at an expected moment, to carry out some particu-
lar work. It is He who suggests to us to make some small sacrifice or finds for us the right words to inspire 
someone to be better. Again, the coming of the Holy Spirit is not an isolated event for He is continually at 
work within us. �He strengthens our heart with his blessings, with his care and fatherly love, so as to 
arouse us, move us, impel us and draw us to holy virtues, to heavenly love, to good resolutions: in short, to 
all that leads us to our eternal life� (St Francis De Sales, Introduction to the Devout life, III,18).  

Come, Holy Spirit, come! Be our advocate and guide. Open the doors of our hearts to those who come 
knocking in your name or looking for your mighty wind, fiery love, or gentle breath.  AMEN. 


