
BIBLIOTHECA DIVINA: THE DIVINE LIBRARY 

One important aspect of our Catholic faith, in addition to the Eucharist, is God’s word, the Bible. 

It’s been my humble but earnest desire that we undertake a journey into the study of the Sacred 

Scripture, which forms essential part of our liturgical celebration, faith formation, and Christian 

spirituality.  Dei Verbum, Vatican II’s dogmatic constitution on the Divine Revelation affirms that 

“The Church has always venerated the divine Scriptures as she venerated the Body of the Lord, in 

so far as she never ceases, particularly in the sacred liturgy, to partake of the bread of life and to 

offer it to the faithful from the one table of the Word of God and the Body of Christ. She has 

always regarded, and continues to regard the Scriptures, taken together with Sacred Tradition, as 

the supreme rule of her faith” (Dei Verbum, no. 21). 

So, the bible is not just a book, but a divine library containing many books from different periods 

and using different genres. As with any other library, we walk into sections, take our time to figure 

out varying distinctions as to the genre of a book, its historical period, its purpose, context, and 

occasion. We shall, therefore, in the coming weeks/months dig deeper, through the help of the 

Holy Spirit who makes known the hidden message of God’s word, into the divine library.  

Unarguable, the liturgical readings offer us the opportunity of going through the whole bible in a 

year. But there is merely individual cultivation into the study of the sacred text for various reasons 

and excuses. Many members of the Church have failed to give Sacred Scripture the pride of place 

that rightly belongs to it. Sequel to this, the 2008 Synod of Bishops on the Word of God has called 

for a reawakening in the Church on the importance of Sacred Scripture. In addition, Pope Francis, 

in his apostolic letter Aperuit Illis asked that the third Sunday of the year be devoted to the 

celebration, study, and dissemination of the Word of God. Sacred Scripture is not only reserved to 

clergy, religious and those in consecrated life, but opened to all for spiritual nourishment.  

More than that, God’s word revives the soul, gladdens the hearts, and enlightens the eyes (Ps. 19:7-

8). It is a powerful instrument of war against principalities and powers. Paul calls it ‘the sword of 

the spirit’ (Eph 6:17). God’s word is alive (living) and active (effective); like a double-edged 

sword, it is able penetrate the division of soul and spirit, of joints and marrow, discerning the 

thoughts and intentions of the heart (Heb 4:12). The Eucharist Prayer (Preface) number three for 

use in Masses for various needs laud the glorious power of God’s Word. “For by your Word you 

created the world, and you govern all things in harmony. You gave us the same Word made flesh 

as Mediator and has spoken your words to us and called us to follow him.”  

Therefore, this divine journey into Bibliotheca Divina- “The Divine Library”- is a spiritual 

pilgrimage to encounter not only the SPOKEN WORD but more than that, the WORD MADE 

FLESH, the person of Jesus Christ, who was in the beginning with God, and remains the 

ETERNAL WORD. St Jerome says ignorance of the scripture is ignorance of Christ. Formed and 

informed by the text of God’s word in human language, Jerome devoted the rest of his life to the 

study of the Sacred Scripture. He wrote many commentaries on the Bible. His monumental work 

remains the Latin translation of the Bible generally called the Vulgate. Jerome died at Bethlehem 

in 420 AD. Today Jerome is revered by all Christians because of his ardent love for the Bible. 

Today, access to the biblical study is opened wide to anyone. Thus, Vatican II opines that “The 

ministry of the Word, too – pastoral preaching, catechetics and all forms of Christian instruction, 

among which the liturgical homily should hold pride of place – is healthily nourished and thrives 

in holiness through the Word of Scripture” (Dei Verbum, no. 24). Rise, let’s take up the WORD!  


