
BIBLIOTHECA DIVINA: THE DIVINE INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE 

Our previous entries present the Bible as no ordinary book but God’s word. And rightly so it is. 

This is more essential as we confront varied societal opinions that tend to discredit the Bible as 

mere work of man. Secularism and modernism fight to puncture the reliability of the Bible and the 

credibility of our faith. The challenge is cogent because internet has changed the game. The voices, 

lectures, and arguments of the New Atheists are just a click away, undermining the faith of many. 

And Christians need to brace up, not necessarily because the foundation of our faith is in a book, 

but so much so because it is in a Person, the Word Made Flesh, who lived, died and rose. This 

Word is God himself! Against this backdrop, therefore, the question is, what part does God play 

in its production? This is what is meant by “divine inspiration” used to express God’s intervention 

and role in the writing of the Bible. The term “inspiration” is derived from the Latin “inspirare,” 

which means “to breathe into,” “to inspire,” “to excite,” “to inflame.”  

The Bible, both OT and NT, itself gives us references of God’s role in the composition of the 

Sacred Scripture.  In Ex 24:12, the Lord said to Moses, ‘Come up to me on the mountain, and wait 

there; and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have 

written for their instruction.”  In this passage, the composition and the making of the tablets of the 

Law is attributed to God.  According to this text, the Lord wrote the Law and gave it to Moses. In 

Mark 12:36 and Matt 22:43, David’s words in the Psalms came by the Holy Spirit.  Still in the NT, 

the sacred writers say that the Holy Spirit spoke through Moses (Mk 12:26), David (Acts 1:16), 

and through the prophets (Luke 1:70; Acts 28:25). 

While the above-mentioned texts, we can trace the belief in the Divine Inspiration of the Bible. 

However, the term “inspiration” in connection with the divine action in the composition of the 

Bible is found in the two NT texts that are often cited to explain the Divine Inspiration of the Bible; 

these texts are 2 Tim 3,16-17 and 2 Pet 1,19-21. “All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who 

belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3,16-17). To 

understand this text, one has to read it in the context of 2 Tim 3,10-17, where Paul proposes the 

example of his life experiences to Timothy. He encourages him to be faithful to the Scriptures he 

(Timothy) had been privileged to know from childhood.  According to the passage, Timothy has 

to be faithful to the Scripture because of its divine authorship. Verses 16-17 further elaborate on 

this instruction. 

“So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to this 

as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.   

First of all, you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one's own 

interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the 

Holy Spirit spoke from God” (Spiritu Sancto inspirati locuti sunt sancti Dei homines) (2 Peter 

1,19-21). To understand 2 Pet 1,19-21, one has to read it in the context of vv. 16-21 which is about 

the eyewitnesses of Christ’s glory at his Transfiguration (Matt 17:1-13; Mk 9:2-13; Lk 9:28-36). 

At the Transfiguration, the apostles heard the voice of the Father. In the text, the author claims that 

the privileged disciples who witnessed the event of the transfiguration heard the voice of the 

Father, the Majestic Glory.  Similarly, the coming of the Lord in glory, the Parousia, which the 

apostles preached, is not a made-up story for they were eyewitnesses of his transfiguration.  Just 

as they saw his glory at the transfiguration and heard the voice of the Father, “they have the 

prophetic message more fully confirmed” (v.19). The OT prophecies also came from God and 

therefore, are authoritative.  



Furthermore, chapter three of Dei Verbum, the dogmatic constitution on Divine Revelation 

categorically states that; “Those divinely revealed realities which are contained and presented in 

Sacred Scripture have been committed to writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. For holy 

mother Church, relying on the belief of the Apostles (see John 20:31; 2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Peter 1:19-

20, 3:15-16), holds that the books of both the Old and New Testaments in their entirety, with all 

their parts, are sacred and canonical because written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, they 

have God as their author and have been handed on as such to the Church herself. In composing the 

sacred books, God chose men and while employed by Him they made use of their powers and 

abilities, so that with Him acting in them and through them, they, as true authors, consigned to 

writing everything and only those things which He wanted.” This (human and divine authorship 

of the Bible) leads us to the next question for next entry – the truth of the Bible, that is Inerrancy 

of the Bible.  


